August 2024

Mayor’'s Report

On the 20th May, | was fortunate to be elected as the Mayor of Gerrards Cross, a role that gives me
immense pride and honour. Since my election, | have been busy making the most of my privileged
position and hope to continue improving our wonderful town.

The King Charles Party in the Park that took place on the 15th June was a great success with the Deputy
Lieutenant for Buckinghamshire Andrew M Smith OBE DL opening the event. Attendees enjoyed the
wonderful stalls and live music and we are now busy planning our Christmas Extravaganza which will
take place on the 22nd November.

I am proud to report that Gerrards Cross did well in the Buckinghamshire Best Kept
Village competition and we will be receiving our certi cate of merit soon. Due to the
hard work of our Acting Clerk, Pravina Patel, and our Councillors, we received full marks
on our ponds, commons and war memorial. We hope to improve our score further next
year.

| visited the Denham Royal Air Force Air Cadets Squadron 2370 and spoke about what
the role of a councillor and a Mayor entails. | will have a Mayoral Cadet assigned to me
in September who will be accompanying me to events.

| was fortunate to speak to the young children at Acorn Montessori before the summer break, who are ce
anniversary this year. The children were keen to learn about my mayoral chains and what exciting new play ¢
need in the park. Councillor Stuart-Lee and | also attended a Routine Inspection of Playgrounds training da:
this information to further improve our play area. | will also be speaking to local schools in the coming months t
generation to enter into politics and help make a difference to our society.

We are working with Buckinghamshire Council and the Pestig

Network to go pesticide free and use alternatives to Glypho{

has been found to be harmful to children and animals. The To

will be arranging a weed picking session in Spring and will be
date of this soon.

If there’s anything further | can assig
with or if you have any further idea
our wonderful town, please feel free
in touch with mererna.bhardwaj@
gerrardscross.gov.uk

By CliIr Prerna Bhardwaj, Chairma )
& Mayor of Gerrards Cross Frlday 22nd

November 2024
Spm - 9pm

Gerrards Cross,
Packhorse Road

Street Funfair | Christmas Market
Food & Drink Stalls | Arts & Crafts
DJ Party | Late Night Shopping

and much more!

Hosted by GemexedstTosssTBwnCComaitil
clerk@gerrardsciuss.gov.uk

Free pagkinggirthth & Stitioll ifpp&éeCinikark
(behimed W Briftthy pardriththe @bebihRIBiGnCRARark.







The Gerrards Cross Conservation Volunteers

The tireless Gerrards Cross conserasitbnremoved some fallen branches

Volunteers (GXCV) have been kheywere obstructing footpaths in the
Common. Helping to keep the wonderful
green space we have open to all our
residents.

Sadly, there is always litter to be collected
as we work on various parts of the
Common.

This work is only possible with the
generous support of the volunteers and
we could do a lot more with more help so
if you would like to help your community
and enjoy meeting a friendly bunch of
people, then please come and join us. If
over the past few months, heading Ysut have skills or even just enthusiasm for
in sunshine and rain to look after werking outside in the garden, please help
Common. Including in an absolute defujgrour community once a month on the
in June. Common. A small contribution makegeameet by the Town Council hut &

An ongoing task for the vqunteershulge Sl B Colston Court_(opposite the Ch'l
play area on East Common) at 9:

clearing invasive holly off the Commc on the third Saturday of each m

is a hardy plant that grows quickly and : , .
suffocate other plants and trees arour All equipment will be provided. Jus
along and get stuck in.

There were some huge holly bushes
trees near the boundary of the playgrc Dates for the next few months of
which were cut back, helping to oper, are:

the space and protect some beautiful TUESDAY 10 SEPTEMBER

12NOON 17th August
that were suffocated by the overgrow 21st September

Similarly, ivy requires clearing off (R isevéi';‘;”;;t;jg:gssfs"”he 19th October
wk;ﬁ_n Ilt lg;]lrov;istup the Ct}lrl{[Eks anddcret Community Litter Pick 2024 16th November
a thick bianket around them and s If you would like to nd out more al

to Welgh the upper branches down. All litter picking equipment provided the great WOI'k Of the GXCV then °
volunteers have been cutting away a Just bring yourselves! sieil dhE Tawn Gl c&lerk@

In some parts of the Common. Meeting Point: gerrardscross.gov.ukand we will bg

Nunn Hayward offices 12 noon

The volunteers have also trimmed { (2-4 Packhorse Road) happy to speak to you.

trees that We re g rOWI n g Over fOOtp Any questions email the Town Clerk on clerk@gerrardscross.gov.uk By C I I r B ru Ce H 0 I bo rn

Feeding Ducks

There are many reasons for not feeding the ducks on Latchmoor Pond (or any other pond!).
It can cause overcrowding. Where food is easy to come by, ducks and other waterfowl will
lay more eggs and the pond will become overcrowded. This makes it more dif cult for the
birds to seek out healthier food sources and increases territorial aggression, especially during
mating season.

If you cannot resist the temptation to feed our ducks, then please take note of the best
household food to give them: oats, rice, birdseed, frozen peas, chopped lettuce or sliced
grapes. These foods are similar to natural foods that ducks will forage for on their own.

Most people know that bread is bad for ducks, but do you know why this is? Here are the

main four reasons: (i) Ducks need a varied diet to be healthy. Bread doesn't have much

nutritional value and lIs the duck’s stomach so that it doesn’t forage for foods that it would

naturally eat. This can lead to malnutrition. (ii) Uneaten soggy bread can cause a build-up of

bad nutrients, and these can lead to more algae growing around water, more diseases and

more pests such as rats. (iii) Too many ducks in one place can stress the birds and lead to

their habitats being damaged. (iv) This in turn creates excessive amounts of bird droppings which, along with bd
underfoot, can reduce water quality and clog waterways with harmful algae.

By ClIr Celia Stuart-Lee







Routine Inspection and Maintenance of Play Areas

This probably does not sound like the most exciting of topics for a one day course, but Clir Bhardwaj and ClIr
attended this course which was organised by the Buckinghamshire Association of Local Councils, commonly r
learnt about requirements for annual, monthly and weekly inspections of our local play equipment. Happily we
notes on the bits referring to self closing gates or fencing. We looked at different types of surfaces for play parks
brefall, wetpour, synthetic, bark and sand. Signage was another topic and we looked at the occupiers Liabilit
regarding the legal requirement to have correct and adequate signage. Nothing can be vandal-proof — it can o

As a town council, we continue to be saddened by the graf ti and littering that continue to blight our lovely town

Lastly, we considered our legal requirement “to arrange for the effective planning, organisation, control, moni
preventive and protective measures”. No play area is zero risk and it must

provide something that pushes boundaries for children but we need to be

able to demonstrate that we have made every effort to provide the safest

possible environment in which children can enjoy the play park. If you have

any suggestions to make regarding our play equipment on East Common,

please do get in touch with us. And nally, just a gentle reminder that dogs

should not be allowed anywhere near the play park.

By Celia Stuart-Lee, Chair of Commons committee

Finance and General Purposes Committee

The Council has completed its annual review of the policies and procedures. Copies of all our policies are avai
residents can see how we operate. The Council operates on a April-March nancial year, and year to date p

months shows we are holding net expenditure within our expectations. There are always some surprises and th
positive — we have received a good amount of Community Infrastructure Levy, which is charged on certain type
well as some negatives, where costs, which we are required to incur, come in above what we had budgeted. A
we will be starting work on our budget for the 2025/26 year, which the Council will aim to set in December, whig
into your Council Tax bills.

By Clir Michael Bracken, Chairman of Finance & General Purposes Committee

Chris Edgerton

Chris Edgerton has lived in GX for to name but a few. Bon re Night was a popular annu
over eighty years and has been a with reworks and an enormous bon re. Furniture that
great supporter of the Memorial been sold at the jumble sale in September would mak
Centre. Here she writes about contribution to the building of the bonre. My husban
what the Memorial Centre has attended various BBQ’s, Car Shows, Flower Festivalg
meant to her over the years. occasions. With my friend Jenny | helped to continue
The building that we now know %S%éche. The Memorial Centre has always been the

rards Cross community. | have made so many fri

The Memorial Centre used to be . rovided nderful ftunity for thoss
St James Vicarage, and my rst memories of it are whef P ?S provided a wonderiul opportunity for those

to attend the Sunday School during the war. When | b&?gﬁ\ 2 EIEE 1D gethto know c.’ﬂrer local reS|denk':s q

Member of the Memorial Centre in 1951, | joined a cluf&edvery year aFt & Memorlall Centre AGM, thenw
“The Under Twenties”. One year we took part in a charitﬂ?eﬂ'daé"re read out:

through Gerrards Cross village (it was a small village in ltyadty to the memory of those who gave their lives in
days). | can't remember the theme of the parade but | doerecal of 1914-18 and 1939-45 this Centre is dedicate
sitting on the back of a lorry belonging to our local buildtr,thierfostering and furtherance in good fellowship of
Randall. In the late 50’s | enjoyed attending the lampshalleaetedand exercises healthful and enriching to bod
dressmaking class. | was also a model for the art class! Aitemmg to the end that by the grace of Almighty God
sons were tiny, they attended the créche which was run Wy @etliying may together cultivate, in the spirit of true

Colston, the wife of our Founder and Benefactor, aloogmitianity, the national heritage preserved for us and
her friends, for nearly 50 years. These local ladies gavéounptin@hildren at so great and sacred a cost.

time voluntarily, looking after babies for an hour or two é%ttrm%morial Centre is unique and | shall always bd
young mothers could have some precious time to the{Hs I under, Eric Colston, for giving the residents of

whether shopping or socializing. Over the years | hav g :
with many of the events held in the grounds of the Ce rtlgil \% & 1 Ueie Sl @it I S ey @ i LG |

: as, a gift that | have loved and appreciated fo
Summer Fair was an annual event for decades, alwayﬁ]gpﬁ?@e
by a celebrity. They included Jean Simmonds, Phyllis  Calvert,

Harold Warrenden, Finlay Currie, Russell Grant and Cifky Blatk,Edgerton




Gerrards Cross: Community Netball...and Vino

If you read my last article here, you'll know I'm a big fan of community. In short, humans r#y
fundamental survival—it's as simple as that. Living and laying down roots in this town sometimisig
deep and being part of the change you want to see in both community and country. That's wi g
up a local netball group for those who fancy coming together and being active.

“GX Netball and Vino” was born a few months ago, but it's not your typical competitive netba
than that. This endeavour is about women coming together, regardless of age or life stage.
yourself, get active, play netball, and enjoy some good wine (or cranberry juice) post-play. It’}_ 3
way to decompress outside of ‘normal life, meet new people, and share our joys a )
We all go through different chapters in life, and sometimes | wonder if all the tec:
upon us makes us forget that we are not robots. We are human, and immens
live in such a beautiful part of the world. Getting outdoors and sharing the Ch
pretty good on a warm summer’s night. | have to say, though, ‘GX Netball and
rule: have fun! We have mums who come with their teenage daughters, worki
spend hours in the city and need some downtime, and even women in their 70s {[ N Rt E:
spirit to the group. e : e

Finally, fostering stability in our local community—our town and neighbouring suburbs is important in an ever-evolvin
world. Initiatives like sports activity or the like, really does matter and brings energy and joy in a community and es
Gerrards Cross it helps us uphold and spread community awareness and values, it's meaningful to share simple com
and | hope the generations that follow will take on the reins that we have been so fortunate enough to have inherited

And last but by no means least, | want to extend my gratitude to a particular prep school for donating us their playing
By ClIr Moni Nanda

Chiltern Kills crime and thriller writing festival, 5th October 2024

The Chiltern Kills crime and thriller writing festival was a massive success in Gerrards Cross last year. It brought
celebrities to the town, and festival goers from as far away as Scotland, Ireland and all over England to local hotels
Everyone had a wonderful time. Gerrards Cross residents had three requests for 2024. So here’s what's happenir
requests at Chiltern Kills 2024 at Colston Hall on East Common on Saturday 5th October.

1. You wanted more bestselling authors. You asked, we are delivering. Chiltern Kills 2024 is your chance to sge‘e;
globally bestselling Jeffrey Archer; lan Rankin, the inventor of Rebus; Peter James, who will be launchin z
Detective Roy Grace series; Louise Minchin, BBC breakfast TV star and now crime writer; Robert Thorogood, autl
the TV shows Death in Paradise, Beyond Paradise, and The Marlow Murder Club; our patron, the iconic Frederig
of The Day of the Jackal; Richard and Judy favourite author Harriet Tyce; Sunday Times bestselling psychg
Taylor; and for the rst time at a festival ever — The Secret Barrister — the anonymous barrister blowing the
goes in the criminal justice system; and many more.

2. You wanted more TV and radio stars. Please come along to see, hear and meet the cross-Atlantic ITV
and Makepeace — Michael Brandon and Glynis Barber. You might bump into the cast of The Bill in the fest
Jeremy Vine will be asking questions, along with other big names from Radio 2, Magic FM and popular podg

3. You wanted the Chiltern Kills Murder A Song karaoke party hosted by authors Mark Edwards and Ed Jameg
to be a wee bit quieter for neighbours. We've listened. This year, we're moving it inside Colston Hall. That m¢
and longer with more chance for a lucky singer to win the coveted Chiltern Kills trophy — imagine a microp
gun. And bringing our karaoke inside also means it'll be handier for the bar.

But some things are not changing. Once again, all money raised from every ticket sold will be going to Centrepoi
HRH Prince William is patron, to help them combat youth homelessness.

Our Chiltern Kills goodie bags — free with every ticket — will have extra surprises along with books. We'll again hi
discussions and interviews — the Marple Stage and the Poirot Stage. Our top authors will not just be on stage.
with the audience between sessions, joining you in our gourmet Chiltern Fills food village, pulling pints behind?
books in the Chiltern Kills festival bookshop run by our local Gerrards Cross Bookshop. Chiltern Kills patron
“Chiltern Kills was my rst ever festival. | was overwhelmed by the response. It's for a very good cause and I
being back at the next one.” Festival organisers, local authors Paul Waters and Tony Kent said: “We hope to ra
for Centrepoint this year, and give people from Gerrards Cross and far beyond an even better event than befojea
to miss it

Chiltern Kills 2024 runs from 9am to 11pm on Saturday 5th October at Colston K@K Community Association) o
Common, Gerrards Cross. It's a short walk from the station, and only 20 minutes from London Marylebone. Tid
early for this fabulous national event in your local area, for a very good causeywiavthilebditds.com



.
‘K';"J A new blueprint for policingommit crimes in our rural commun RS
community safety and crimigald retail spaces and continuing M
justice in Buckinghamshire has bd@ve down incidents of serious viol¢s
unveiled by Matthew Barber (Police ardl residential burglary, this plan HpS
Crime Commissioner for Thames Valleyjde the framework for making ey

The newly published Police and Ccomemunity across Buckinghamshire s

| Plan sets out the priorities for Thamegy oy hoid the Chief Constable
Valley Police over the coming years unt on the delivery of this plan, tur _ B

: W
a focus on three key plllars iy Pmtecgmﬂmitments into action and ensuriy
Communities, Protecting People &% -

. mon sense policing that is proaalve . :
Protecting Property. in ghting crime, delivers safer streetspfﬁe with our partner agencies and the

Matthew said: “As Police and Crimelds public trust and con dence” PUDIiC to ensure the Thames Valleyis ar
excellent police force trusted by all who

Commissioner, it is my job to be the Vﬁ%@” Hogg, Chief Constable of Thageesisit and work here.”

7, PCC launches new plan to tackle crime across Thames Valley

@

of the public in policing and to ensure y Police, said: “ am pleased._t

glg r%?alécmg needs of local commun, ort this Police and Crime Plan, W%g@ﬁe and Crime Commissioners are

provides a clear vision to protec rgi
“l am proud of the work that has besreryone across the Thames Valley.
achieved since | was rst elected as R‘R}Ii e
and Crime Commissioner in 2021 but

ired by law to publish a Police and
e Plan. It is a localised document that
sets out the frontline and partnership work
Fe(():lf cers and S'tal_‘fI alge hcor_nmittﬁégded to cut crime and support victims,
. . ucing antli-social behaviour a&d@cting the priorities of local people. As
E?r?r?héo ggngnﬂri][ﬁw.emlss P?;Vagfn dgy\cﬂance against women and girlsP@C, Matthew will continue to engage
thpe recent PCC elections and re ecté g{eorms, as well as building trust ajith communities and partners across the
e T8 dence back into policing. This praames Valley on the policing and safety
priorities of residents in Gerrards ro%?OSely aligns to the work my teamsigies that affect them.
“From expanding neighbourhood policioimg across the force to help us achieve . :
to tackling anti-social behaviour dhedse objectives and many more. of tore information, and to read theasian

: : : : in full, please viattvw.thamesvalley-
violence against women and girls, cregt = . n Tull, . :
a hostlle environment for those v (&icome the opportunities this presgitsgov.uk/police-and-crime-plan/

%ontinue the great work already taking

The station was opened on 12 April 1983 on the Oxford Road. Many d
aware of how we attend operational incidents, although it is not just res. As a re :
service, we have capabilities for many different scenarios that may happen in our communities
of our role though. Alongside this, we carry out various other duties including training and exercising, inspectiong
in our communities to prevent re risks. This prevention work includes visiting higher risk people in their homesg

either by dedicated teams or our operational crews who attend on call in the re engine.

b

Most res in the home start accidentally and the consequences can be devastating. However there are some siﬁﬁle%
taken to protect a home, possessions, and loved ones. Our online form provides a quick and easy way for you to ob
home re safety advice. The advice you receive will be relevant to you and the place where you live. If a visit is rreede

contact details and then arrange a mutually convenient date and time.

Our public consultation on the blueprint for how Buckinghamshire Fire & Rescue Service (BFRS) will work over )
underway and will run until October 2024. You can read our new plan and take part in the consultation using the onlif
is also a link in the plan). These can be foumtpisgfbucks re.gov.uk/public-consultation-launches-on-next-bfrs-plan

causes of accidental res which can lead to large areas of damage. There are handy safety tips on
our website to follow to keep you and our community safe. — *»ﬁi\ -

Please see our website for plenty of information about what we do, safety advicejgs® :
us if you need tbttps://bucks re.gov.uk

Alternatively, if you are passing the station, please ring the bell and if they are avafse
would love to speak to you.

Station Commander Dave Tubbs - Gerrards Cross and High Wycombe H
Stations - 01296 744400







